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On June 24th Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung 
visited Washington for the fourth bilateral 
meeting between the United States and Vietnam 
in as many years. Following the meeting, 
President Bush and the Prime Minister 
expressed their mutual commitment to 
strengthening bilateral relations, boosting trade, 
and improving collaboration on issues such as 
the environment.  
 
In a joint statement released June 25th, 
commitments to the negotiation of a Bilateral 
Investment Treaty, the creation of new political-
military and policy talks, and the promotion of 
fundamental human rights and liberties, an 
educational task force, climate issues, GSP, war 
related dioxin, among other issues.     The Prime 
Minister   also   met   with   US   companies  and 

 
 
attended signing ceremonies in DC and 
Houston. See our website for the full Joint 
Statement and press articles. 
 

 
 
President Bush with Prime Minister Dung in the Oval 
Office   
photo by Eric Draper 
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Fourteen high-level Vietnamese Government 
Officials from various ministries and provincial 
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 ###������
�  June 16-20, 2008: Department 

of Commerce Mission to 
Vietnam.  

 
�  June 24-27, 2008: Vietnamese 

Prime Minister visited the 
United States  

 
�  August 2008: Women Soccer 

Program in the United States.   
 

�  August 2008: USTR trip to VN   
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 ###������
�  May 29: Vietnam and the 

U.S. held dialogue on 
human rights in Hanoi. 

�  May 15: U.S. House Hearing 
on Agent Orange/Dioxin 

 
�  May 12: Vietnam submitted 

GSP request to the US 
 

�  June 24 Prime Minister and 
delegation DC and TX, US 

 
�  August 4: due date for GSP 

comments 
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authorities conducted a ground-breaking study 
mission first to the port of Ho Chi Minh City then  
to visit their counterpart Chinese and 
Singaporean government authorities and ports 
during the week of June 23 - 28. The trip 
focused on developing and financing 
infrastructure for export and import of goods 
through ports, roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure services to achieve higher 
efficiency in transportation to attract and retain 
foreign investment and growth in exports. 
 
This mission was funded by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), and 
corporate sponsorship from Nike, APL and 
Maersk, in cooperation with Vietnam's Ministry 
of Planning and Investment, through the USAID 
Vietnam Competitiveness Initiative (VNCI) and 
U.S.-VTC Education Forum who organized the 
study mission. The delegation was led by Mr. 
Dang Huy Dong, Director General, Procurement 
Department, Ministry of Planning and 
Investment, included decision makers from the 
Ministry of Transportation, Government Office, 
Ministry of Finance and Provincial levels. 
 

###��� ��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ���


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��������� ���
��� ���((( ������ *** ��� ������%%%��� ��� ��� ��� +++��� ���

The VTC Education Forum in coordination with 
the Oklahoma Department of Commerce 
conducted a series of one-day seminars on 
March 17-24 in four cities across regions of 
Vietnam (Hanoi, Danang, Ho Chi Minh City and 
Can Tho) to share with Vietnamese business 
leaders knowledge on “Best Business Practices 
in a Global Context: Key to Economic Growth 
and Community Development”. The program 
was sponsored by the Office of Citizen 
Exchanges, Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, Department of State. 

The seminars focused on young business 
leaders and covered the following topics: 

entrepreneurship as an engine of economic 
growth; developing a private business 
enterprise; and the role of the government in 
supporting. Highlighted in the presentations 
were the importance of life-long learning, hard 
work and smart work, and planning. Participants 
also learned from Oklahoma presenters, case 
studies and practices in the US. Vietnamese 
participants have demonstrated leadership and 
innovation in operating their enterprises and are 
looking to further development in governance 
and best practices. 

The U.S. partners are the State of Oklahoma, 
through the OK Department of Commerce, and 
the Kauffman Foundation. Vietnamese partners 
included the Hanoi Youth Business Association, 
Danang Investment Promotion Center, HCMC 
Youth Business Association and Can Tho 
Business Association. More than 200 business 
leaders participated in the seminars and nearly 
90 participants with good English language skills 
have applied for the second component of the 
Program for the fall.   

 

Photo: Seminar in Can Tho on Best Business Practice 
in a Global Context  (USVTC-EF) 
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The U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council Education 
Forum in cooperation with the State of 
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Oklahoma organized three workshops on March 
17-21 in Hanoi, Danang and Ho Chi Minh City 
for Component III of the program “Good 
Governance: What Does It Take and What Role 
Do you Play in the Process”, sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs. This program helped to 
equip citizens and community leaders with 
mechanisms and administrative procedures for 
regular engagement in public discussions and 
participation in public policy. Component I 
consisted of workshops organized in three of the 
above mentioned cities in March 2007; 
Component II was an internship program that 
took place in Oklahoma in October 2007 for 
thirteen Vietnamese participants from the 
government, nonprofit, community organizations 
and the private sector. 
 

 
Photo: Wrap-up Seminar in Hanoi on Good 
Governance (USVTC-EF)  

Nearly 200 participants joined Component III of 
the program, including representatives of 
national and local government agencies, 
academia, business, civic, and religious 
organizations. They had an opportunity to 
network and learn from participants in 
Component II who shared their experiences and 
lessons learned during the three-week internship 
program in Washington DC and Oklahoma. Two 
of the speakers – Ms.  Susan M. Savage, 
Oklahoma Secretary of State and Ms. Nataly 
Shirley, Oklahoma Secretary of Commerce and 
Tourism – talked about Effective Governance 

and the Role of the Government in Economic 
Development. 
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The U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council Education 
Forum and the Support for Trade Acceleration 
Project (STAR-Vietnam) organized the Study 
Mission on Rule of Law and Legislative Reforms 
from April 4 to 11, 2008. The mission brought 
ten Vietnamese professionals from the Law 
Committee of the National Assembly of Vietnam 
to Washington, DC.  

The objective of this study mission was to study 
the U.S. law making system including the role of 
committees and public hearings; procedures for 
making laws and rules; the U.S. experience with 
codification as a way to ensure consistency, 
continuing revision of laws and transparency in 
the legal system; mechanisms used to improve 
the quality and consistency of laws and 
regulations; and the U.S. system of federal and 
state laws, courts and the division of powers 
between federal and state agencies. 

 
Photo: Congressman James P. McGovern with 
Vietnam National Assembly's Law Committee 
Chairman Nguyen Van Thuan and the 
delegation (USVTC-EF) 
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During their seven days in Washington DC, the 
delegation had working sessions with the 
Judiciary Committee and the Rules Committee 
of the House of Representatives, the Senate 
Legislative Counsel, the Office of Management 
of Budget and the Law Library of Congress. 
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The U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council Education 
Forum and the Support for Trade Acceleration 
Project (STAR-Vietnam) organized the Study 
Mission on Metrology, Accreditation, Standard 
and Quality (MAS-Q) from May 11 to 23, 2008. 
The mission brought nine Vietnamese 
professionals from the Directorate for Standards 
& Quality (STAMEQ), the Legal Department of 
the Ministry of Science & Technology, the 
Science & Education Department of the Office of 
the Government and the Science & Technology 
Committee of the National Assembly of Vietnam 
to Washington, DC.  

The objective of this study mission was to 
support Vietnam’s efforts to draft a new law on 
metrology which, together with the law on 
standards and technical regulations and the law 
on quality of goods and products, would 
establish a comprehensive legal framework for 
MAS-Q activities. 

This mission supported Vietnam’s efforts to 
develop quality infrastructure in compliance with 
international best practices as well as Vietnam’s 
commitments to the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) to strengthen the export/import of 
Vietnamese products, improve production 
capacity, provide safe products to consumers in 
Vietnam and abroad, and facilitate trading of 
goods. In particular, the mission sought to assist 
Vietnam in operating an effective National 
Technical Barriers to Trade Enquiry Point; 

developing a reliable system of accreditation 
and conformity assessment, of internationally 
harmonized standards, and of systematic good 
labeling; and exploring opportunities to 
cooperate with U.S. organizations in MAS-Q 
activities.  

 

Photo: The delegation with the American Petroleum 
Institute (API) at the API Office (USVTC-EF) 

During the two weeks in Washington DC, the 
delegation had meetings and workings sessions 
with the Codex Alimentarius Commission of the 
Department of Agriculture, the American 
Petroleum Institute, the U.S. Environment 
Protection Agency, the American National 
Standard Institute, the National Conference on 
Weights and Measures, and the Food and Drug 
Administration.  

 

 

For further information visit our website. 

 


