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October 2008: Women in
Sports Exchange Program
in USA

October 14-15: Climate
Change Conference in
Vietham

August 21-23: Women in
Sports Exchange Program
in Vietham
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“Of all countries in East Asia, Vietnam is projected
to experience the most severe effects from rising
sea levels due to climate change — the coastline
and river deltas could see dramatic flooding,
population displacement and GDP threatened. In
this difficult time for the global economy, can
climate change be tackled with new technology
and innovation?”
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October 14-15: Climate
Change Conference in
Vietham

October 9: CRS Report
Released on adding Vietnam
to the Generalized System of
Preferences Program.

August 21-23: Women in
Sports Exchange Program in
Vietham

With support from the Ford Foundation, the U.S.-
Vietham Trade Council Education Forum in
cooperation with the Vietham Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment (MONRE), as well as
the Vietnam Network of Civil Society Organizations
for Climate Change (VCSCC), Indochina Carbon
and the Vietham Forum of Environmental
Journalists, held a two-day conference to promote
dialogue on visionary leadership and business and
civil society solutions to address climate change.

The conference focused on the actions private
corporations and NGOs could take to reduce the
effects of climate change, as well as policy
incentives through carbon credits and tax policies
and the integral role of the Viethamese government
in promoting such measures.

Keynote speakers invited for this conference
include:

- Vice Minister Tran Hong Ha - Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment (MONRE)

- Mr. Peter Goldmark — Director of the Climate and
Air Program for Environmental Defense Fund,
former Executive Director of the Port Authority of
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New York and New Jersey, former President of the
Rockefeller Foundation and former Chairman &
CEO of the International Herald Tribune.

- Dr. Nguyen Huu Ninh — Chairman of the Centre
for Environment Research Education and
Development (CERED), Senior Contributing
Member to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) and their 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.
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The Congressional Research Service released a
report on October 9 about the trade effects of
adding Vietnam to the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP).

The GSP statute gives the president the power to
denote a country a status of beneficiary developing
country, provided that the country meets certain
requirements related to trade and labor.

Vietnam applied to be included in the GSP in May
2008. If successful, up to 3,400 Vietnamese
imports could enter the United States duty free.
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This American Vietham Soccer Experience
exchange program was held August 21-24. The
program was part of a grant from the U.S.
Department of State. It brought U.S. and Vietnam
citizens together and strengthened bilateral
relations with Vietnam.

The program sent four American coaches to share
the United States Soccer Federation’s latest
methods including “US Best Practices” and its “E”
license manual to youth players and local coaches
in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Dong Nai province.

Over 310 players from 14-21 attended the clinics,
including 40 with disabilities. Most of the players
were female, but 20 male players participated with
the disabled groups. Also, some of the top players
from Hong Bang University attended.

With assistance from the U.S.-Vietham Trade
Council and Nike, the American coaches visited
and donated gifts to the School of the Blind and the
Thu Duc Youth's village orphanage.

Sparza commented to a local newspaper: “Before
our Vietnam trip, we didn't know much about
Viethamese women. However, after 2 training
days in Hanoi and HCMC, we were very impressed
by the Viethamese women'’s skills, as well as their
friendliness, openness and eagerness to learn.”

For more information, please visit our website.
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