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Study Mission on Sanitary & Phytosanitary Measures 

July 19 – 26, 2003

Pursuant to a grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development

Delegation:  


Mr. Nguyen Quang Minh 
General Director, Plant Protection Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD)

Mr. Pham Quang Huy
Officer Plant Protection Department, MARD

Mr. Nguyen Viet Vinh
Chief Senior Officer, International Cooperation Department, MARD

Mrs. Nguyen Thi Hong
Officer, Planning and Project Department, MARD

Mrs. Bui Thi Cuc
Vice Chief, Int’l Relations and Science Division, Animal Health Department, MARD

Mr. Chu Quoc Lap
Deputy Director, Vietnam Food Administration, Ministry of Health

Mr. Nguyen Thu Do
Senior Official, Officer for Committee on BTA Implementation Technical Assistance Programs, Office of the Government

Mr. Nguyen Minh Tien
Officer, Policy Dept, MARD

Objective:  
To study legal, regulatory and policy issues relating to implementation of Vietnam’s SPS obligations under the Bilateral Trade Agreement, including conducting scientifically-based risk assessments and developing legislation and policies for Vietnam’s SPS regime.  
Background:  
The U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council’s Education Forum is organizing study missions for Vietnamese officials involved in implementing the US-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement.  These study tours are funded by USAID.  

BTA Reference:   
Chapter 1, Trade in Goods, Article 2 National Treatment



Other related BTA commitments

Dates:  
July 19 – 27, 2003

Proposed Focus of Activities:  

· Discuss and consult with U.S. government agencies, legal practitioners, U.S. private sector on development of Vietnam’s SPS regime

· Study and discuss WTO accession issues relating to the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and Agreement on Agriculture including legislative issues relating to Vietnam’s Ordinance on Plant Protection
· Seek further training and technical assistance opportunities from various institutions.  
Suggested Program:  



· U.S. Department Agriculture (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service [APHIS], Foreign Agriculture Service [International Cooperation and Development], Agricultural Marketing Service, Food Safety and Technical Support)  

· Food & Drug Administration (Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition)

· Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
· U.S. Department of State  

· Senate and House Agriculture Committees 

· Private Sector reps (which import/export fruits and veggies)

· Craig Thorn – Partner, DTB Associates

· Embassy of Vietnam
Topics:
Risk Assessments


-
what the process of undertaking risk assessments consistent with the SPS agreement?


-
how does the U.S. undertake SPS risk assessments?


-
on which scientific standards does the United States rely to conduct its risk assessments?


-
how does the United States conduct inspections, sampling, and testing?


- 
how to account for the factors listed in Article 5 of the SPS agreement (the relevance of pest or disease free areas, ecological/environmental conditions, relevant economic factors, including potential damage from loss of production, eradication costs, etc.)


- 
are there international models (developed by international organizations) that Vietnam should follow?

SPS Measures and Trade


- 
how does the United States ensure that its SPS measures do not discriminate against foreign products?


- 
how to ensure that SPS measures are as least trade restrictive as possible to achieve the appropriate level of SPS protection

SPS Protocols



- 
what is the process of obtaining an SPS protocol with the United States?



-
how to conduct a Pest Risk Assessment Survey (precondition for an SPS protocol)



- 
examples of SPS protocols that the United States has with other countries

IPPC standards


- 
what is the relevance of IPPC standards


- 
should Vietnam participate in the development of regional standards

WTO Accession


- 
what should be the key elements of Vietnam’s SPS action plan


- 
what will the United States look to Vietnam to do as part of its WTO accession


- 
what has been the experience of other candidates for WTO accession with respect to their SPS action plans

WTO Agreement on Agriculture

Technical Assistance


- 
what are other sources of technical assistance to help Vietnam develop its SPS regime
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