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Intellectual Property Rights 

Study Mission

March 25 – April 2, 2003

Pursuant to a grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development

Delegation:

Mr. Tran Chien Thang – Vice Minister, Ministry of Culture & Information (MOCI)

Mr.  Nguyen Hong Son - Deputy Director, Planning Department, MOCI

Mr.  Do Khac Chien - Deputy Director, Copy right Office, MOCI

Mr.  Pham Huu Khue - Deputy Director, Office of the Government

Mr.  Do Cao Thang - Judge, Economic Tribunal, Supreme Court

Mr.  Dang Van Tao - Deputy Director General, General Department of Vietnam Customs 

Ms.  Nguyen Hong Bac – Head, WTO Division and U.S - Vietnam Economic Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr.  Duong Dang Hue - Deputy Director, Department of Civilian, Economic Laws, Ministry of Justice

Ms.  Nguyen Thi Hong Ha - Deputy Chief, Hanoi People's Committee Secretariat

Mr.  Nguyen Tuan Viet - Deputy Director, Ho Chi Minh City Office of Culture and Information

Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha - Deputy Director of Legislation and Management Department, National Office of Industrial Property, Ministry of Science and Technology

Ms. Dinh Thi Quynh Trang - Expert, Department of Legislation, Ministry of Science and Technology

Mr.  Pham Binh Dam – Interpreter, Translation Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Objective:  
To seek to reinforce the urgency and importance of implementation and enforcement of IPR commitments in the BTA, and help initiate a dialogue on policies related to Vietnam’s IPR regime.  

Background:  
The U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council’s Education Forum is organizing study missions for Vietnamese officials involved in implementing the US-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement.  These missions are funded by USAID.  

Dates:  
March 25 – April 2, 2003

BTA Reference:  Chapter II, Intellectual Property Rights, and other related provisions in the BTA

Proposed Focus of Activities:  

· Discuss and consult with U.S. Government, legal practitioners, and industry experts on development of Vietnam’s IPR regime, including current policies and legislation, incorporating commitments of BTA, TRIPs and other international conventions.  
· Study of U.S. IPR Regime including legislation, judicial system related to enforcement, public awareness activities, royalties collecting societies.   

· Seek further training and technical assistance opportunities from various institutions.  
Suggested Program:  



· U.S. Department Commerce Patent & Trademark Office

· U.S. Copyright Office
· Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
· U.S. Department of State  
· U.S. Customs Service
· Federal Bureau of Investigation
· International Anti-Counterfeiting Alliance
· International Intellectual Property Alliance
· Motion Picture Association
· Software & Information Industry Association
· Business Software Alliance
· Pharmaceutical Research & Manufacturers’ Association
· Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP
· Embassy of Vietnam
Suggested Topics:

Overview of U.S. IPR System


-  relevant legislation


-  who administers (PTO, Copyright Office) and how


-  who enforces and how

Public Awareness of IPR issues


-  how to create public awareness of the importance of IPR protection and enforcement


-  how to develop training programs for legal and judicial officials

Royalties


-  how to collect fees for the performance of copyrighted works


- what are collective societies and how to they work

Enforcement


- how does the US enforce IPR rights at the admin and judicial levels

Special 301


- what is it


- how does it work


- complaints against Vietnam

WTO and IPR


- WTO dispute settlement regarding TRIPs (examples of cases and issues that have arisen)


- looking forward to Doha

Vietnam’s System

- suggestions of how to strengthen Vietnam’s IPR system in order to come into compliance with BTA and TRIPS

Future Cooperation between US/VN on IPR enforcement

