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n Why did the US-Viemam Trade Coundl
(USVIC) pur climate change on its agenda
in Viemam?

The Trade Council has worked on trade
and investmenr issues berween the US and
Viernam for many years. We worked on the
Bilareral Trade Af,reemnnt (BTA) and then on
Vietnam’s World Trade Organisation acces-
sion. Climate change is obviously an impor-
rant and priority issue for Viemam, so we
think we can be helpful i the wade and invest-
ment side of the issue, with informadon on
whar the global standards are going to look
lile, how negotiarions are going, whar kinds of

financial mechanism are going w be devel-
ange is going w©

Zg::d, and how climare
o trade negotiations, Is seally the erade
and ‘investment side of climare change that we
are interested in and that are impormnr for
Viewam in moving forward.

m As it is 2 major, corprehengive issue, whar
approach will USVIC adopr in discussions
with the Viemamese Government?

We are looking at the ncgotation side,
whar's happening in global negeriations.
whar's happening oa the U8 side, how and
what climate change issues are coming into
wade negotiations and agreements, and look-
ing at what other ways to cnhance the BTA w
bring clean technologies and best pracrice to
Viernam with the view towards food scourity
and energy securicy.

# How much esuld the climate change issuc
affect trade negodadons berween \%::mam
and the U3

It will play & part. The global community
is to meet in rhe Danish capical of
Coperhagen 2¢ the cnd of this year to work on
the climate change issus. The oeary is still
evolving bur countries are looking ro make
commitments over time, There are two areas
in climate change. One is adapting to the facts
that are coming because of climate change.
Viemam will be among the councries most
affeceed because of rising sea levels. Thars a
very imporanc issue for the councry and
relare to food sccuriey and its huge popula-
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Ms Virginia Foote, President of the US-Vietnam
Trade Council Education Forum and President of
Vietnam Parmners LLC spoke with VET about how
climate change has emerged as a part of the Vietnam-
US relationship.

tion. The other side is haw to resist and reduee
emissions i Viemam, and the bencfic o
Viemam in financial cerms from che carbon
market and other global standards in arract-
ing more invesunenr.

The Copenha%en nepoarions arc ying 1o
reach some sorr of global cansensus on how o
address climare change and chere are aggres-
sive stances being talen abour the conse-
quences of climate change and where coun-
tries need help, and thae there are wo be some
mechanisms to generate resources w help
affecred councries, such 2s Vietnam. The ques-
Hon is how you can generate and access such
TEsOLrCEs. TK‘:IE is whar the global negotiation
is all abour,

In bilateral agreements the environment is
an imporrant issue for boch sides. And so you
could discuss how to have tariff negodadons
around producrs thar arc sensitive to the anvi-
“onment or how to attract invesmmene. [ think
that is one part of dhe negotiarions.

m How does the UVTC's dimate change pro-
gram relate to the climare change agenda of
the US Govermment?

W are mying 1o bring in experts and speak-
ers as a way of helping. Maybe we could mke a
Viemamesc delegarion o other counrries
look =t what they have done, how they have
developed ctheir policies, and whar incenrives
have been inmoduced o artract invesements in
addrassing the issue.

UVIC and the Eavironmental Defense
Fund (EDE) recently organised a calk and pre-
senradion on climare change o repreentacives
from the Narional Ass:mb%;.

= What other government offices or Sate
organisations in Viemam are you planning
o worlke with on. the issue?

There are many miniseries involved. The
Ministey of Nagural Resources and
Environment (MoNRE) is abviously the frse.
But the issue is a priority arca for the Prime
Minister and Viemnam's leadership. The PM
and President Bush signed an Mol in
Washingron last year. So chis Is 2 new arza in
the bilateral relationship and many different

apencies may become involved. We will worle
with 2 range of ministries and departrsents
with responsibiliries rclaring to the issue.

To starc with, we will wy to assist, IFlaws are
being looked at, we will oy tw bring in some- |
body who can provide advice. If policies are
being studied, we will bring in ekperts. We are
rying to be 2 resourcs w assist the government.
The initiatives should come from the |
Victnamese side. We are commicted to provid-
ing ASSISTACE.

m What do you think about rthe recent
Natiopal Target Program on Climate |
Change Response! :

Ifs errific. Every counery needs o look ac
the issue and see whar parh they can follow o
oddtess climace change. Viemam has worked
our an ambigous program. | think it is erifie

n It is an ambitious progrim, as you say, so |
what do you see a5 the groacest barier % ity
implemenration? |
For all countries, I chink the biggest problem
is thar we all need o the way we thi
It is not an easy process. The pillars of e pro-
are public awareness, human resources,
and development. This is 2 problem thar any |
citizen i any counery nezds to think abour and }§
be part of the solution and oy w© limit how |
much they are a part of the problem, [am quite
optimistic that chis can be good for svery econ-
omy. There have been a lot of foas expressed §
thar rying to adjust the economy may be harr- 3
ful. 1 tlurﬁc thas the wrong way to look at it
think there have been some wamples and piloch
projecrs in a aumber of countries tat show thag
suz:L activiries can be very good for che dornes l
tic economy. It is ambirous because wo've brery i
part of the prablem, so now we all need w by
part of the soludon. 3

s Do UVIC a;d\dffemnm Parmc$ have &
ae b r the pro in Vietnamy

D e % are working with the EDR
They have groups of mxperts that arc mnﬂni' o
We are loo%cjn to condurr another workshofy
this summer. We will raise money. We I
design programs.



