[image: image1.jpg]United States an-r?:fzrnllnvm

Washingior, D.C. 20520
00T 12 24

Dear Mr. Evans:

‘Thisis in response to your September 9 letter regarding the
designation of Vietnam as a “Country of Particulzr Concern” (CPC) for
severe violations of religious freedom.

On September 15, Secretary Powell announced the designiztion of
eight countries as CPCs, including Vietnam. As documented in our annual
Tntemional Religious Freedom Report and our annwal Country Reports on
Humen Rights Practices, Vietnam has continued to engage in or toletate
severe violations of religious freedom. These reports can be found at

Wi state.gov.

‘The decision to designate Vietnam as a CPC was made after repeated
diplomatic efforts over the past two years with senior Vietnamese officials
led to produce sufficient improvement in four key areas: releasing a
significant mumber of religious prisoners; issuing a nationwide decree
banning forced renuncitions of faith; ending the physical abuse of religious
believers and holding accountable local officials who violate this palicy; and
allowing the re-opening and registration of the hundeds of churches closed
in the Central Highlands.

Despite our efforts, Vietnam cantinties to imprison religious leaders
Srom severs! religious groups. We have docurmented at least 45 raligious
prisoners of various faths, including Buddhist, Catholic, Protestart, Hoa
Fla0, and Cao Dai. The Unified Buddhist Church of Victnam (UBCV),
declard illegal since 1981, continues to face significant restrictions as well,
with its top three leaders and several other senior monks currently under
Some form of house arrest, some unoffcially and others under two-year
sentences. Additionally, elmost all o the several hundsed Protestant
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[image: image2.jpg]churcaes and worship meeing places in the Central Highlands were shut
down following ethnic unrest in 2001. OFthese, only 28 churches have been
allowed o reopen, while the vast majoricy officially remain foroidden to
operate. Credible reporting indicates that many Protestars in the Centrel
Highlands and Northwest Highlands have been pressured by autharities to
renounce their fiith, sometimes under threat of detention o physical ebuse

We acknowledge that some positive steps have been taken, including
reducing Father Ly's sentence, and re-opening znd registering some churches
inthe Central Highlands. However, these improvements fell shor: of what
was required o avoid CPC designation this year.

‘We remain committed to maintaining end strengthering our bilateral
relationship, and to continuing cooperation on issues of mutual nterest and
concern. In this regard, we appreciate the significant progress and
cooperation that Vietnam has shown in enharcing economic and commercial
relations, achieving the fullest possible accounting for taose Jisied as
POWIMIA, countering the threat of terrorism and ilicit narcotics, expanding
litary-to-militacy ties, and combating HIV/AIDS anc other infctious
discases. However, our bilateral relationship will not reach its il potential
antil Vietnam improves its record on human rights and religious freedom.

Wi hope you find this information useful. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if we can be of further assistance on this or any other matter.

Sincerely,

ideas

Paul V. Kelly
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affzirs




