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International Trade Policy and Commercial Law

Technical Assistance Program

Tariff Delegation

Washington, DC

October 12 – 20, 2002

Delegates:

Mr. Ha Huy Tuan 

Deputy Director, International Relations Department, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. Phan Chi Thanh
Deputy Director, Department of International Economic Institutions, Office of the Government 

Ms. Pham Thi Tuoc
Deputy Director, Department of Planning, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Mr. Cao Quoc Hung 

Deputy Director, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Industry 

Mr. Tong Cong Phi 

Division Chief, Financial Policy Department, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. Vu Nhu Thang 

Deputy Division Chief, Office of the Minister 

Ms. Mai Thu Van 
Deputy Division Chief, General Department of Taxation, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. Ngo Chung Khanh 
Expert, Department of Multilateral Trade Policy, Ministry of Trade 

Mr. Nguyen Trung Khoa 
Expert, Export-Import Department, Ministry of Trade

Mr. Pham Hong Minh 
Expert, International Relations Department, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. Pham Tuan Anh 

Expert, International Relations Department, Ministry of Finance 

Staff:

Ms.
Virginia Foote 

President, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Washington, DC

Ms. Thuy-Dung Ngo 
Program Associate, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Washington, DC

Mr. Keith Nguyen
Program Assistant, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Washington, DC

Mr. Demetrios Marantis 
Chief Legal Advisor, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Hanoi

Mr. Pham Minh Tri 
Legal Expert, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Hanoi

Ms. Tran Thi Hong Ha 
Program Associate, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Hanoi

Ms. Shiumei Lin 
International Trade Policy Analyst, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Ho Chi Minh City

Ms. Vu Thi Thanh Thuy 
International Trade Paralegal/Program Associate, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, Ho Chi Minh City

Oct 11, Friday

8:45 PM

Hanoi - Bangkok



TG 685

RON

Bangkok Palace Hotel



1090/336 New Petchpury Road 10400 Bangkok, Thailand



Tel: (662) 253-0510



Fax: (662) 253-0556

Oct 12, Saturday

8:06 PM

Delegates from Canada arrived Washington, DC (UA 3054)

Mr. Ha Huy Tuan, Mr. Pham Chi Thanh, Ms. Pham Thi Tuoc



Met by USVTC staff

8:34 PM

Tariff delegation arrived Washington, DC (UA 924)



Met by USVTC staff

RON

Jury’s Dupont Hotel



1500 New Hampshire Ave, NW



Washington, DC 20036

Oct 13, Sunday

10:30 AM
Meeting for Mr. Ha Huy Tuan and  

Virginia Foote – President, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council to discuss schedule

12:00 PM
Lunch at Eden Center with USVTC Staff

1 – 4:00 PM
Sightseeing

6:30 PM

Dinner with USVTC Staff



Saigon Gourmet Restaurant



2635 Connecticut Ave. NW


Washington, DC  20008 




Oct 14, Monday 

9:00 AM
WTO Program  



Sidley Austin Brown & Wood (SABW)



1501 K Street, NW






Overview of WTO Accession Process:



What is the process like?



Andy Shoyer - Attorney, SABW, former senior USTR legal advisor

9:30 AM
How has the process worked for most recent applicants?



Stanimir Alexandrov - Attorney, SABW, lead negotiator for Bulgaria’s accession to the WTO
10:30 AM 
Coffee Break

10:40 AM
What gets negotiated in the working party vs. what gets negotiated bilaterally? 


What types of materials/data must Vietnam submit in order to begin the process in earnest?


Amelia Porges - Attorney, SABW, former senior USTR and GATT legal advisor 

12:00 PM
Lunch – Conference Room 6A

1:00 PM

Key Issues Involved in WTO Accession:



Agriculture


Domestic supports, subsidies, current WTO negotiations, key areas of interest to the United States


Craig Thorn, DTB Associates, former USDA negotiator during the Uruguay Round

3:00 PM

Coffee Break

3:10 PM

Trade Remedies – Multi-Fiber Agreement 



Brenda Jacobs - Attorney, SABW, former senior counsel for textiles at USDOC
4:30 PM

Market and Non-Market Economy



Stanimir Alexandrov - Senior International Advisor, SABW



Neil Ellis – Partner, SABW

5:30 PM

Services: 

Key areas of services trade (e.g., telecom, banking, insurance); 

Key areas of interest to the United States; Differences between GATS Mode 3 and investment

provisions in bilateral agreements


Andrew Shoyer - Attorney, SABW

7:00 PM

Dinner with USVTC Staff



City Lights of China Restaurant



1731 Connecticut Ave. NW


Oct 15, Tuesday

9:00 AM   
Key Issues Involved in WTO Accession: (continued)

    
Market Access for Goods

Amelia Porges – Attorney, SABW

Patricio Grane - Attorney, SABW, former trade negotiator for Costa Rica

     
i)    GATT rules

                   
ii)   How to build a tariff schedule

                             iii)  What kind of substantiating data do you need for references for negotiation (e.g. trade flows, industrial indicators)  

10:20 AM   
Break

10:30 AM   
Market Access for Goods (continued)

                   
Amelia Porges - Attorney, SABW

Patricio Grane – Attorney, SABW


 

iv)   Negotiating strategy for tariff negotiations

v)    What will WTO Members seek in the negotiations (i.e. key areas of interest to various members e.g. ITA, chemical harmonization, textile harmonization, staging


vi)   What might WTO members look to as base lines?  (i.e. BTA, China WTO, Macedonia WTO, 
        AFTA)   

12:00 PM

Working Lunch – Conference Room 6A



Instructions for simulation

1:00 PM

WTO Negotiating Simulation: 



Internal meeting – Patria


Coach: Amelia Porges (Room 6NE)


Internal meeting – Alba


Coach: Patricio Grane (Room 6SE)


Internal meeting – Zonia


Coach: Brenda Jacobs (Room 6NW)

1:30 PM

Bilateral – Patria & Alba


(Room 6NE)
2:30 PM

Bilateral – Patria & Zonia


(Room 6NE)


Internal meeting – Alba


(Room 6SE)
3:30 PM

Meeting with Working Party Chairman and Secretariat – Patria


(Room 6NE)
4:00 PM

Formal Meeting of the Working Party 


(Room 6E) 

Oct 16, Wednesday 

9:00 AM
World Bank

Will Martin - Lead Economist, Trade Team, Global Research Group



Room No. MC3101, 3/F, NE elevator



1818 H Street NW

11:00 AM
Embassy of Vietnam

Meeting with Ambassador Nguyen Tam Chien



1233 20th Street NW

12 – 1:00 PM
Lunch and Presentation regarding Trade and Investment



TRIMs, Case studies on Waivers, Doha, and WTO investment discussions



Demetrios Marantis - Chief Legal Advisor, US-Vietnam Trade Council

1:00 PM

WTO Negotiating Simulation (continued)


Second bilateral – Patria and Zonia (Room 6NE)



Internal delegation meeting – Zonia (Room 6NW)

1:45 PM

Second bilateral – Patria and Zonia (Room 6NE)



Internal delegation meeting – Alba (Room 6SE)

2:30 PM

Internal delegation meeting – Patria (Room 6NE)



Internal delegation meeting – Zonia (Room 6NW)

2:45 PM
Negotiations conclude: Patria, Alba and Zonia communicate results to WP Chairman and Secretariat (Room 6E)

3:00 PM
Subsidies


Issues for developing countries; Differences between the TRIMs and SCM Agreements

David Palmeter - Attorney, SABW

4:00 PM

Intellectual Property (Conference Room 6E)


What will WTO Members expect of Vietnam with respect to the implementation of IP provisions in the BTA?

Joseph Damond - Associate Vice President for Japan and Asia Pacific, PhRMA; 

Board Member, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council
5:00 PM

Customs Issues and Trade Facilitation



Richard Belanger - Attorney, SABW

7:30 PM

Dinner with U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council Staff



Thai Chef Restaurant



1712 Connecticut Ave., NW


Oct 17, Thursday 

9:00 AM
Office of the United States Trade Representative

Elena Bryan - Director, Office of Southeast Asia, USTR 

Room No. 1, Annex 

600 17th Street, NW

11 – 2:30 AM
U.S. International Trade Commission (Meetings & Lunch)


Eugene Rosengarden - Director, Office of Tariff Affairs and Trade Agreements


Daniel Leahy – Director, Office of External Relations
Peg MacKnight - Trade and Tariff Information Manager
Robert B. Koopman - Director, Office of Economics


Norman VanToai – International Trade Analyst, Office of Industries


3 – 5:45 PM
U.S. Department of Commerce


Joseph Spetrini - Deputy Assistant Secretary, Import Administration (IA)
George Smolik - Senior Economist, Import Administration (IA)
David Richardson - Legal Counsel, Import Administration (IA)
Edward Dunn - International Trade Specialist, Office of Multilateral
Affairs (OMA) 
Chris Blaha - Industry Trade Policy Division, Trade Development (TD)
Jean Janicke - Industry Trade Policy Division, Trade Development (TD)

6:30 PM

Reception




Vietnam Ambassador’s Residence 



2251 R Street, NW



Washington, DC 20006

Oct 18, Friday 


9:00 AM
U.S. Department of the Treasury



Joe Engelhard - Deputy Assistant Secretary, Trade and Investment



Debbie Crane, International Economist, Office of the East Asian Nations 


William E. Schuerch - Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Development, Debt and Environmental Policy


Whit Warthan, Director of the Office for Financial Services negotiations
10:30 AM      
WTO Negotiations Simulation: 

                      
Simulation Debrief


Amelia Porges - Attorney, SABW

11:50 AM
Working Lunch

      
Wrap-up and conclusions: How to succeed in Geneva?



Developing the accession roadmap for 2005                   



Dan Price - Attorney, SABW



Andy Shoyer - Attorney, SABW



Amelia Porges - Attorney, SABW 



Demetrios Marantis – Chief Legal Advisor, U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council
1:00 PM

Round table meeting with American Companies: 



Procter & Gamble, Boeing, Conoco, and New York Life International.



Hosted by Procter & Gamble


801 Pennsylvania Ave NW  #720

Washington, DC 20004

2:00 PM
US Department of Agriculture (Ms. Pham Thi Tuoc, Mr. Cao Quoc Hung, Mr. Nguyen Trung Khoa and Mr. Ngo Chung Khanh)
Susan Scurlock Theiler – Deputy Director, Asia
Charles R. Bertsch, Deputy Director, Multilateral Trade Negotiations Division

2:45 PM
Treasury Department (Mr. Ha Huy Tuan, Mr. Phan Chi Thanh, Mr. Tong Cong Phi, Ms. Mai Thu 
Van, Mr. Vu Nhu Thang, Mr. Pham Hong Minh)



Kenneth W. Dam - Deputy Secretary of the Treasury


Joe Engelhard - Deputy Assistant Secretary, Trade and Investment



Debbie Crane, International Economist, Office of the East Asian Nations 

Oct 19, Saturday
AM/PM

Sightseeing/Shopping

6:30 PM

Farewell Dinner with U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council Staff



Star of Siam Restaurant



1136 19th Street NW


Oct 20, Sunday 

6:00 AM
Departed for Airport

8:55 AM
Washington Dulles (UA837) – Seattle (US 837) – Tokyo (UA 875) – Bangkok

9:15 AM
Ha Huy Tuan, Tran Hao Hung, Pham Thi Tuoc, and Phan Chi Thanh depart for airport

12:20 PM
Ha Huy Tuan, Tran Hao Hung, Pham Thi Tuoc, and Phan Chi Thanh depart for Hanoi Washington Dulles (ANA 001) – Tokyo (VN 959) - Hanoi

Oct 21, Monday

9:20 PM
Ha Huy Tuan, Tran Hao Hung, Pham Thi Tuoc, Phan Chi Thanh arrived Hanoi (VN 959)

10:50 PM
Delegation arrived Bangkok

RON

Bangkok Palace Hotel (transportation provided to hotel)



1090/336 New Petchpury Road 10400 Bangkok, Thailand



Tel: (662) 253-0510



Fax: (662) 253-0556

Oct 22, Tuesday

6:00 AM
Departed for Don Muang International Airport

8:25 AM
Bangkok – Hanoi (TG 682)

10:15 AM
Arrived Hanoi
	Washington, DC

The International Center

731 Eighth St., SE

Washington, DC 20003 

Tel: +1-202-547-3800 Fax: +1-202-546-4784 

E-mail: usvtc@usvtc.org 

Website: www.usvtc.org
	Hanoi

City Gate Building

104 Tran Hung Dao St., Hanoi   

Tel: +84-4-822-3653  

Fax: +84-4-822-3652  

E-mail:  usvtc@hn.vnn.vn
	Ho Chi Minh City

New World Hotel Business Center

76 Le Lai Blvd., District 1, Suite 317,  

Ho Chi Minh City 

Tel: +84-8-824-3651 Fax: +84-8-823-0710 
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